ANSTF Meeting Presentation Information

1) Name and affiliation of presenter: Roberta Hill, Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring
Program (VLMP)

2) Background information about presentation:

In 2009, the EPA Volunteer Monitor featured the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program’s
Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) program as a model for citizen based lake monitoring programs
engaging volunteers in the early detection of aquatic invaders. Building upon nearly 40 years of
experience training and providing technical support for volunteer lake monitors, the VLMP has
developed practical, scientifically sound, user friendly protocols for invasive aquatic plant
monitoring, data collection, and reporting. The VLMP trains 250 to 300 individuals annually and
has now trained over 2000 plant patrollers statewide. Roberta will briefly summarize the key
components and accomplishments of Maine’s Invasive Plant Patrol program. She will also
discuss existing program gaps and challenges, and the initiatives underway to address these
challenges.

3) If the presentation supports a decision, what is the decision point to be considered by
the ANSTF?

N/A

4) Does the subject matter relate to an objective(s) identified in the 2007-2012 ANS
Strategic Plan? If so, explain.

Objective 2.1 Facilitate survey and monitoring efforts to detect and control ANS
To effectively control invasions of ANS, it is necessary to conduct coordinated detection
and monitoring efforts and ensure that data and information are readily available. The
ANSTF plans to:
¢ Encourage and assist in coordination of new and existing aquatic systems
monitoring and survey programs to incorporate invasive species;
¢ Support the development and use of common protocols for surveys and database
standards;
* Support ongoing development and integration of existing databases (e.g.
Nonindigenous Aquatic Species database and the National Exotic Marine and
Estuarine Species Information System);
¢ Increase public involvement in monitoring activities (i.e. volunteer training
programs);
¢ Facilitate the development of a system to report sightings and collections of nonnative
species to an appropriate authority; and
¢ Report annually on federal agency and strategic partner monitoring and
assessment activities

5) What is the ANSTF role(s) regarding the subject and decision points?

N/A



