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Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force Meeting 
Cape Codder Resort 
Hyannis, MA 02601  

May 24-26, 2006 
 

Agenda  
 

May 24, 2006 - Wednesday 
 
8:00 – 8:10 Welcome 

  Region 5, USFWS 
 
8:10 – 8:30 (#1) Introductions, Adoption of Agenda and Approval of Minutes

 Mamie Parker, Assistant Director for Fisheries and Habitat Conservation, 
USFWS 
• Introductions 
• Approval of October 19-20, 2005 minutes 
• Review of Action Items from October Meeting 

 
8:30 – 10:00 (#2) ANSTF 2010

 Discussion led by Co-Chairs 

To help the strategic plan drafting group (to be determined) revise the ANSTF 
Strategic Plan, the ANSTF members will discuss the following questions: 

• What direction does the ANSTF want to take over the next 4 ½ years? 
• Is the 1994 ANS Program still the base document from which we want to 

work?  Should a working group be formed to update it to reflect the current 
structure and scope of activity? 

• What should ANSTF near term goals be and where should it focus its 
activities? 

• What do members (both federal and ex-officio) want from their association 
with Task Force? 

 

10:00 – 10:15 BREAK 

 
10:15 – 10:35 (#3) Structure/conduct of future ANSTF meetings

  Scott Newsham, ANSTF Executive Secretary 

To realize the maximum value of the ANSTF face to face meetings does the 
ANSTF want to hold thematic meetings, with a substantial portion (e.g. one day) 
set aside for invited speakers and moderated discussion on a predetermined issue? 
 The intended outcome would be the identification of opportunities for a 
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coordinated multi-agency/multi-party approach to the issue. 

 
10:35 – 11:00 (#4) State Management Plan (FY 2006) 

  Scott Newsham, ANSTF Executive Secretary 

Section 1204 of NISA authorizes the USFWS, at the recommendation of the 
ANSTF, to make grants to States with approved ANS management plans.  Since 
1996 the USFWS has provided funding to support the implementation of these 
plans and in federal fiscal year 2006 USFWS will provide $1.075 million to 
support 18 plans.  It is anticipated that there will be at least 21 plans requesting 
funds from the USFWS in 2007, with more in following years.  Given the current 
budgetary climate, it is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain level funding 
for this program. The Service is interested in hearing meeting participant 
perspectives on this program and the ramifications of reduced funding for state 
efforts. 

 
11:00 – 11:20 (#5) Louisiana State Management Plan

Scott Longman, LA Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries 
 
  ANSTF will be asked to approve Louisiana’s State Management Plan 
 
11:20 – 11:35 (#6) Connecticut State Management Plan

  William Hyatt, CT Dept of Environmental Protection 
 

Status report on plan development efforts.  Task Force provided comments on 
draft plan in August 2005 

 
11:35 – 12:00 (#7) State Pilot Projects w/ Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers & Habitattitude

Larry Riley, IAFWA / Joe Starinchak, USFWS / Steve Perry, New Hampshire Fish 
and Game 

  
Report on the four recently completed pilot projects supported by IAFWA and 
USFWS to build ANS capacity at the State level.  Focus will be on New 
Hampshire’s experience.  Members are asked to consider what steps their agency 
or organization can take to expand or replicate these efforts in their areas of 
operations. 

12:00 – 1:00 LUNCH 
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1:00 – 1:20 (#8) Control Committee

Co-Chairs 

At the request of the ANSTF, Jonathan McKnight (Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources) has volunteered to serve as Chair of the Control Committee.  
The Task Force will discuss with the Chair his thoughts on the committee, what it 
would like the committee to accomplish, and provide terms of reference for 
committee work. 

1:20 – 1:50 (#9) Asian Carp Management Plan

Greg Connover, USFWS 

Presentation of the draft plan; discussion of unresolved issues from the 
development process; request to approve the draft plan for publication in the 
Federal Register for public comment; and discussion of which agencies, other 
than USFWS, anticipate having a role in the implementation of the plan when 
finalized. 

1:50 – 2:00 (#10) Caulerpa Management Plan

Jeff Herod, USFWS 

At the 10/05 meeting, ANSTF members were asked to look at the primary 
priorities in the Caulerpa National Management Plan, determine whether their 
organization is in a position to assist, and provide contact information directly to 
the plan coordinator, David Bergendorf.  The ANSTF will discuss the status of 
the implementation plan and possible member involvement. 

2:00 – 2:20 (#11) Nutria National Management Plan Working Group

Steve Kendrot, APHIS 

Nutria has long been identified as both a nuisance and invasive animal.  
Management efforts have been shown to be successful in both controlling and 
reducing nutria populations.  Interest exists around the country to develop a 
Nutria National Management Plan.  The Task Force is asked to approve the 
formation of a working group to develop this plan. 

2:20 – 2:35 (#12) Green Crab Management Plan Workshop Report

Dorn Carlson, NOAA 

NOAA and the Pacific State Marine Fisheries Commission sponsored a Green 
Crab Management Workshop on the west coast in 12/05.  The ANSTF will hear a 
summary of that workshop be asked to consider what future steps agencies may 
need to consider. 

2:35 – 3:00 (#13) New Zealand Mud Snail Management Plan

Tina Proctor, USFWS 

Presentation of the draft plan; request to approve the draft plan for publication in 
the Federal Register for public comment; and discussion of which agencies, other 
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than USFWS, anticipate having a role in the implementation of the plan when 
finalized. 

3:00 -3:15 BREAK 

 
3:15 – 3:35 (#14) Pathways Working Group Report

Penny Kriesch, APHIS 

Presentation of Invasive Species Guide to Pathway Definition and Risk 
Prioritization (including pathway prioritization tools and methodologies).  
ANSTF will be requested to support the methods, approve the document, and 
provide a representative from ANSTF to participate in the next phase:  
development of predictive quantitative data for pathway risk analysis. 

3:35 – 3:50 (#15) AIS Database Summit

Melissa Pearson, NOAA 

Presentation of the report of the ad hoc Non-Indigenous Aquatic Species 
Database Working Group (September 2005) and request for ANSTF member 
participation in this effort to improve the coordination, sharing and management 
of AIS databases. 

3:50 – 4:20 (#16) USFWS Region 5 Presentation on ANS Issue of Concern

TBD 

 

4:20 – 5:00 (#17) Model Rapid Response Contingency Strategies

TBD 

The proposed comprehensive federal ANS legislation calls for the ANSTF to 
develop model State and Regional rapid response contingency strategies for 
aquatic invasive species.  While three regional panels have taken action in this 
area, does the ANSTF want to take this on as a work item and develop guidance 
documents that meet the intent of the draft legislation? 

5:00 Adjourn for the day 

 
May 25, 2006 - Thursday 
 
8:00 – 8:05 Reconvene – Mamie Parker, FWS Co-chair 
 
8:05 – 8:15 Welcome to Northeast ANS Regional Panel Presentations – Co-Chairs of the 

Northeast ANS Regional Panel  
 
8:15 – 10:00 NEANS Presentations
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10:00 – 10:15 BREAK 
 
10:15 – 12:00 NEANS Presentations
 
 
12:00 – 5:00 FIELD TRIP
 

Hydrilla-infested pond (freshwater) 
Ascidian (aka sea squirt, Didemnum sp.) tide pools (marine) 

 
May 26, 2006 - Friday 
 
8:00 – 8:05 Reconvene

  Co-chair 
 
8:05 – 8:20 (# 18) Report to Congress

Scott Newsham, ANSTF Executive Secretary 

Review of new reporting format for agencies and regional panels.  Request 
comments on the format and thoughts on asking states associated with regional 
panels to complete the form.  States receiving federal state management plan 
funds will be asked to use this format, but other states have no reporting 
requirement at this time. 

8:20 – 10:00 (# 19) Regional Panel Reports

Regional Panel Representatives 

Regional Panel representatives will highlight those activities and issues in their 
areas that would benefit from ANSTF attention and make recommendations to the 
ANSTF.  These recommendations will have been provided to the ANSTF prior 
the meeting. 

10:00 – 10:15 BREAK 

10:15 – 11:00 Continue Regional Panel Issues

ANSTF/Panel Reps 

 

11:00 – 11:30 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
11:30 – 12:00 Review of Action Items / Discuss Next Meeting 
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12:00   Adjournment 
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